Writing Themes: The Scarlet Ibis 

A motif is an idea that is repeated throughout a piece of literature.  One can expand the one-word motif to develop a theme for a story.

Theme is a message about life or human nature that is usually written as a complete sentence.  Literary works oftentimes have more than one theme that can be written in different ways.
· Example:  The Most Dangerous Game
· Motif:  Compassion 
· Theme:  In order to understand others we must first walk in their shoes.  
Your Turn: Brainstorm themes for the short story The Scarlet Ibis. Write your best theme in the box below.  Get your theme “teacher approved” and then begin working on your illustration.  
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Theme Illustration Assignment – The Scarlet Ibis
1. On an 8 ½ x 11 sheet of paper, draw a scene from the story that is inspired by your theme choice 
· You drawing should take up the entire page!
· Drawings should reflect time and effort.

2. Write your theme in an artistic way on your poster.
3. Under your theme, write the phrase:

·  Theme from “The Scarlet Ibis” by (insert author’s name)
4. One the back write an explanation

· In the first paragraph, explain your theme.

· In the second paragraph, explain how your theme relates to your story.
Due: ________________________
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