The Trojan War:  Sequence of Events

1100 – 1200 B.C.E

















Peleus & Thetus get married but they do NOT invite Eris to the wedding.





Eris showed up to the wedding upset that she was not invited. 


She threw a golden apple into the crowd and says it belongs to the “fairest” one there. 








Three goddesses each reach for the apple.  


Paris, the most beautiful man alive, must choose which goddess should get the apple. 








Paris chooses Aphrodite:  She promised him the most beautiful woman in the world. 


This is Helen, the wife of Menelaus from Sparta. 








Paris travels to meet Helen.  Unknowing of Paris’ plans, Menelaus welcomes him and invites him to stay.  Menelaus soon has to leave for a funeral and Paris quickly “takes” Helen (and all of the wealth) back to Troy. 





Menelaus is outraged at Paris’ actions and he builds an army to get back Helen. 





Odysseus is supposed to fight – but he does not want to.  He pretends to be insane to get out of war, but is figured out.  Therefore he leaves for Troy to fight in the war.  





The Spartans have a hard time finding Troy, but eventually do.  


After 10 years they are still unsuccessful at tearing down Troy’s city walls.  





Odysseus creates a plan to build a large, hollow, wooden horse as a “gift” to the Trojans.  The Spartan army hides inside, and the ships sail away. 


   The Trojans are confused, but they accept the gift. 





One the horse is wheeled inside, the Spartans poured out and took down the city of Troy. 


Menelaus is reunited with Helen after 10 years, and is so taken by her beauty that he forgives her for “leaving.” 





The Spartan arms sets sail for the return voyage home.  


Odysseus desires to travel a bit on his way home…and thus begins The Odyssey.  








