The Gift of the Magi


 
Name ___________________________

Active Reading & Literary Analysis 


Date   ___________   Hour __________

Predicting:  If a story is good it will keep readers wondering what happens next.  Readers may ask themselves questions and find themselves predicting possible answers.  As you read The Gift of the Magi write three predictions about how the story will come out.  After reading, note whether you were right or whether O. Henry surprised you.  

	Prediction
	Right or Surprised

	1.  What will this story be about?


	

	2.  


	

	3.  


	

	4.  


	


Irony:  The difference between what is expected to happen and what exists or actually happens is called irony.  The most common kind of irony is situational irony, which occurs when a character – or the reader – expects one thing to happen but something entirely different occurs.  Use the chart below to explain situational irony in The Gift of the Magi.  For each character, identify what is expected to happen and what actually happens.  

	Situational Irony

	4.  What Della plans:


	What actually happens:

	5.  What Jim plans:


	What actually happens:


Response Questions

1. Read the poem “Luxury” by Nikki Giovanni on page158.  

a. Summarize this poems attitude toward wealth.  

b. How would Jim and Della respond to this poem?  

2. O. Henry calls Della and Jim “foolish,” but he also says, “These two were of the wisest.”  What does he mean by each of these statements?

3. Compare Jim and Della to Mme Loisel and her husband in The Necklace.  

a. Similarities:

b. Differences: 

c. In terms of character types, one woman could be described as dynamic and the other static.  Identify each woman below as one or the other, and explain why.
· Della is a ________________ character because

· Mme Loisel is a ______________ character because

4. Think again about the title of the story.  Knowing the allusion stated in the title, what “gift” do you think O. Henry was truly referring to?  Explain your answer.
