Sample Rough Outline 

[Note:  The outline below highlights key points you should be considering as your compile your research.  Keep in mind this is just a rough outline.  You do not have to have or utilize this exact format for your outline.  However, outlining your information in some manner is key while conducting research to keep yourself, and your sources, organized and focused. ]  

I. Introduction 

a. Attention Grabber

b. Background information on topic 

c. Thesis statement – clearly state the focus of your essay


II. Sub-Topic:  Transition needed 

a. Key points 

i. What research/sources do I have to validate my information?

ii. Explain relevance of sources to my topic 

b. Conclusion of sub-topic 

III. Conclusion 

a. Restate your overall main topic

b. Restate your sub-topics and their relevance 

c. Finish with a memorable thought that connects to your topic and attention grabber

You should have a few key points for each sub-topic.





This part should be repeated in its entirety for each sub-topic you have to talk about.








