Grammar Unit: Parts of Speech
Indentifying Pronouns
Definition:
· Pronoun: 
· Ex: 

· Michael said Michael lost Michael’s watch.

· Michael said he lost his watch.

Note: It is less important to understand each type of pronoun (personal, reflexive, etc.) and more important that you understand that all of these are pronouns. 

	
	Singular
	Plural

	Personal

· 1st, 2nd, 3rd person
	
	

	Reflexive

· ends “self” or “selves”
	
	

	Possessive

· shows ownership
	
	

	Demonstrative

· Point to specific things
	
	

	Indefinite

· Do not refer to specific things
	
	

	Relative

· Begins a relative clause
	

	Interrogative

· Begins a question
	


Exercise 1: Identifying Pronouns:  Directions: Circle the pronouns.
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1. Everyone who presents will earn extra credit.

2. This is the person we want to hire.
3. Paul told himself he wasn’t afraid.
4. Who wants to eat at Younger’s?

5. I want to keep my books in your locker.

6. These English books weigh more than those.

7. Both teams won their games against Ike.

8. Your teacher, who is the best English teacher in the world, is giving you homework tonight. 

9. Their dance was not as fun as ours. 

10. We enjoyed ourselves at the picnic.

Grammar Unit:  Parts of Speech

Pronouns: Antecedents
Definition:  
· Antecedent:   
· Example:
· Mr. Kaufman went to his office
· “Mr. Kaufman” is the antecedent of “his.”


Exercise 2: Directions:  Underline the pronoun(s).  Then draw an arrow to its antecedent.
1. Andrea usually brings her lunch to school.
2. Mr. Jones asked Tom to give him back the pencil.

3. Paul baked his parents a cake for their party.

4. The twins took their skis with them

5. Instead of taking Algebra II, Julie signed herself up for geometry.

Grammar Unit:  Parts of Speech

Pronouns: Antecedents
Grammar Tidbit:
· Make sure you use a noun in place of a pronoun when necessary or else your sentences can get pretty crazy!
· Example: Crazy Antecedent

It was pitch dark and my cat was still outdoors. I grabbed my flashlight to begin the search and listened for its purr.

· The antecedent of “its” appears to be “flashlight.” 

· What’s wrong with this picture?

· What is the correct antecedent?

· Example: Better Antecedent: 

It was pitch dark and my cat was still outdoors. I grabbed my flashlight to begin the search and listened for Magic’s purr.

Exercise 3: Directions: Rewrite each “crazy” sentence so that the antecedent problem is corrected. 


1. In the story The Most Dangerous Game by Richard M. Connell, General Zaroff is the perfect villain.  He writes, “The general chuckled. ‘They indicate a channel…where there's none’” (37).
2. The prince could choose the door left or the door on the right.  He chose this door hoping it would contain the tiger.
Grammar Unit:  Parts of Speech

Choosing Pronouns: I/me, he/him, she/her
Grammar Tidbit:  
· It is considered grammatically correct to put yourself second.

· Bad: Me and Mike want to ride our bikes.

· Better: I and Mike want to ride our bikes.

· Best: Mike and I want to ride our bikes.

· To help you choose the correct pronoun, turn the sentence around to see what make sense.
· Example: In language arts, the best students are Ryan and I / me.

· Flip it!: 

· Me am the best student.

· I am the best student.

· In language arts, the best students are Ryan and I.


Exercise 4: Directions: Choose the correct order and/or pronoun.

1. The winner of the pie eating contest is he / him.
2. My best friend is she / her.

3. She and I / me are going to the park.
4. Me / I and Mike want to go the store.

5. It is I / me and her / she.
Grammar Unit:  Parts of Speech

Using “You”

Grammar Tidbit:  

· “You” is one of the most overused words in our language. In formal writing you must be careful. When using the word “you” the writer should really mean “you, the reader,” not someone, anyone, everyone! 

· Example:

· Bad: If you add one and one, you get two.

· Good: One plus one equals two.


Exercise 5: Directions: Rewrite each sentence.

1. If you’re late for school, you’ll get in trouble.

2. You have to pay $7.00 to get into the dance.

3. As you can see, Rainsford is the perfect hero.

4. You may go to the restroom if you have a pass.

5. You must sign the contract before you enter the dance.

Grammar Unit:  Parts of Speech

Forming Contractions from Pronouns

Definition:
· Contraction: 
· Example: I + am = I’m
Exercise 6: Directions: Complete the chart.
	Pronoun + Verb
	Contraction

	1. he + is
	

	2. they + are
	

	3. 
	who’s

	4. we + had
	

	5.  
	you’ve

	6. I + will
	

	7. who + has
	

	8. 
	they’ve

	9. 
	we’re

	10. 
	it’ll


