To Kill a Mockingbird:  Focus on Writing

Personal Narratives

	What is it?  

When writing a narrative essay, one might think of it as telling a story. These essays are often anecdotal and personal—allowing students to express themselves in a creative and moving way.
	
	Purpose for writing:

To inform and entertain.


Assignment:  Write a narrative about a memorable event in your life.

Format:
· Your narrative should be at least two pages in length  
· The paper should be typed or word-processed
· 12-point, Times New Roman or Arial font
· MLA format

Content:  
· Start with a little background to set the scene.  
· “Hook” your reader right away and make them interested in your story.
· Include dialogue – conversation between at least two people.  
· Double check your formatting of dialogue!  - use TKM as a reference.
· Focus on a specific moment in time.  
· Choose an event that spans only 5, 10, 15 or even 30 minutes
· Use details and imagery to “show” your reader the story – do not just tell about it.
· Use all five senses. 


[bookmark: _GoBack] (
STOP
Before you begin writing your own personal narrative re-read these great examples from within 
TKM
:
Walter’s visit for lunch – 
pg
 23
The 
Radley
 backyard – 
pg
 52
Building a snowman – 
pg
 65
)
