World History – Cubitt




           Assignment Due Date:  __________________

The Mongols:  You be the Judge

Argumentative Writing Assignment


The Mongols have obtained a historical reputation as builders of one of the largest empires the world has ever seen.   The way they did this has also left them with a reputation of being savage and ruthless conquerors of Asia and beyond.  In this essay you will argue which reputation you feel is most appropriate 

Use the following guidelines to complete this assignment:


· Introduction

· Attention getter - Hook

· Background details: What/Whom are you writing about? 

· Clearly state your claim 
· Body Paragraphs
                          Counter-Claim 

·   A. Identify counter-claim 

·   B. Provide support / evidence for opposing side

·   C. Include rebuttal to prove them wrong 

  Supporting your Claim 

·   A. Identify your area of support

·       B. Provide information / evidence for your side 

· 
C. Explain what this means

·       D. Provide information / evidence for your side 

· 
E. Explain what this means 

·   F. Concluding statement 

· Conclusion 

· Restate your claim 

· Summary of main ideas
· Connect to your attention getter or hook statement

· Format: 
· MLA with parenthetical / in-text citations
· Work Cited page for the sources you used

· Style and Mechanics:Use key words and phrases to link your writing and claims 
	Evidence 
	for example, to illustrate, in this case, specifically, once, for instance, such as, to demonstrate, take the case of

	Counterclaims
	others would say, it might seem that, however, on the other hand, while, instead, yet, despite, still, nevertheless, even though, in contrast, but

	Rebuttal 
	But, however, in contrast, on the other hand, on the contrary, yet, nevertheless, balanced against, differing from, otherwise, unlike 


· Establish and maintain a formal style 

· Proof-read and edit ensuring your claim is clear and well supported  

· Research  
· You must use a minimum of 3 sources; 2 are provided,1 is an independent source 
· Integrate selective and relevant pieces of information to support your claim 
· Schedule
· Friday:  Computer Lab (Finish Read Around / Webquest / 11-2) 

· Monday:  In class peer edit – rough drafts needed 

· Tuesday:  Asia content in class – Essay work at home 

· Wednesday:  Essay check in and edit – Essay work at home 

· Thursday:  Asia content in class – Essay work at home 

· Friday:  Essays DUE

How to Format a Paper Using MLA (Modern Language Association)



Take a moment to look over the above paper written using MLA Format.  Here’s what you should notice:

1. In the upper right hand corner of the essay is the author’s last name and the page number.      The author’s last name and page number MUST be on every page.

2. The entire essay is double-spaced.

3. The heading on the left includes: 

a. the author’s first and last name

b. the teacher’s name

c. the class period

d. due date: day month year

4. The title is centered and is not bold of underlined. 

5. Each paragraph is again double spaced. 

6. An indentation is used for each new paragraph – Press return only once. 

7. Font:  12 point, Arial or Times New Roman

How to Cite Sources Using MLA (Modern Language Association)
When you reference an idea or use a quote from another source you must give credit to the author; if you do not give this credit you are plagiarizing.  Sources will be documented in two places:

1.  In the Text = Parenthetical Citations

2.  In a List = Work Cited Page

Parenthetical Citation 

Following the reference of an idea, or a direct quote, you must include a citation.  Refer to the following list of options to guide you for what to include in parenthesis.

· Textbook:       (Author’s last name + Page #).  

· Webquest:      (Author’s last name). 

· Read Around:  (Title). 

· If the title is long use only parts of it in parenthesis – just be sure it’s recognizable in the Work Cited page


Example:  According to the Prentice Hall textbook, World History, Genghis Khan “could order the massacre of an   

               entire city” (Ellis, 376).  

· Note:  The end punctuation comes after the parenthesis – not after the last word in your sentence.
Work Cited 

This page is placed last within your essay and is always its own page.  It serves as a quick reference for all sources used within an essay, and allows a reader to find information on how to access a source for further reading.  

Use the following information to properly format your Work Cited page.

Textbook

Title:  World History

Author(s):  Elisabeth Gaynor Ellis, Anthony Esler 

Copyright Date:  2009 

Publisher:  Pearson 

Location:  Boston, Massachusetts   

Medium of Publication:  Print.


Read Around

Title:  Judging the Mongols   

Affiliated Site:  San Diego State University:  Big Era 5 Landscape 4

Medium of Publication:  Web 

Print Resource 

Authors Last Name, First Name.  List all other authors, if any.  Title.  Place of Publication:  Publisher, Year of 
Publication.  Medium of Publication.   

Electronic Resource

Authors  Last Name, First Name.  List all other authors, if any.  Title of Website.  Name of Institution Affiliated with the 
Site; Date Site was Created.  Medium of Publication.  Date of Your Access.  
If information listed above cannot be found for a source, simply skip that piece and move on to what is asked for next.
Sample: Works Cited Page: 





For this essay you are required to provide a minimum of 1 counter-claim paragraph to your claim, but feel free to add more! 





For this essay you are required to provide a minimum of 2 supporting paragraphs to your claim, but feel free to add more! 
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The Mongols: Deserving of Their Barbaric Reputation





	People often wonder what it is that will be remembered about them once they are gone.  Countless groups and individuals have given rise to a complex history of the world, with one such group known as the Mongols.  Originating in northwest Asia, the Mongols began as a small nomadic group, but quickly took control over most of Asia.  It is clear that the Mongols deserve the barbaric reputation they have today due to the destruction of occupied lands, displacement of conquered people, and their intentional spread of diseases.   











Webquest


Title:  Asian Topics in World History: The Mongols in World History


Author:  Morris Rossabi   


Affiliated Site:  Asia for Educators, Columbia University


Medium of Publication:  Web


Date of Publication:  2004





The Read Around information came from a website online, so cite it as an electronic resource!
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