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The Korean War

(MEXITAEDEEY Attempts to keep South Korea free
from communism led the United States to military
intervention.

HISTORY AND YOU What happens to someone
who disobeys a coach, employer, or teacher? Read
on to learn what happened to General MacArthur
When he riticized the president.

The Cold War eventually spread beyond
Europe. Conflicts also emerged in Asia, where
events in China and Korea brought about a
new attitude toward Japan and sent American
troops back into battle in Asia less than five
years after World War II had ended.

The Chinese Revolution

In China, Communist forces led by Mao
Zedong had been struggling against the
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Led by General MacArthu, UN troops
land behind North Korean lines at the
port of Inchon. North Korean forces fall
back rapidly, and the UN forces head
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A November 1950-January 1951

As UN forces near the Chinese border,
Chinese troops cross into North Korea
diiving the UN back. MacArthur wants
to attack Chinese terrtory. He publily
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A January 1951-July 1953

Led by US. General Matthew Ridgway,
the UN forces push the Chinese and
North Korean forces out of South
Korea. The war bogs down into a
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The Chinese Revolution

In China, Communist forces led by Mao
Zedong had been struggling against the
Nationalist government led by Chiang Kai-
shek since the late 1920s. During World War II,
the two sides suspended their war to resist
Japanese occupation. With the end of World
War II, however, civil war broke out again.
Although Mao made great gains, neither side
could win nor agree to a compromise.

To prevent a Communist revolution in Asia,
the United States sent the Nationalist govern-
ment $2 billion in aid beginning in the mid-
1940s, but the Nationalists squandered this
advantage through poor military planning and
corruption. By 1949, the Communists had cap-
tured the Chinese capital of Beijing, while sup-
port for the Nationalists declined.

In August 1949 the U.S. State Department
discontinued aid to the Chinese Nationalists.
The defeated Nationalists then fled to the
small island of Taiwan (Formosa). The victori-
ous Communists established the People’s
Republic of China in October 1949
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A June-September 1950

North Korean troops invade South
Korea, driving South Korean and UN
forces south into a small perimeter
around Pusan.
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Taiwan. It used its veto power in the UN
Security Council to keep representatives of the
new Communist People’s Republic of China
out of the UN, allowing the Nationalists to

retain their seat
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KOREAN WAR         “THE FOGOTTEN WAR”             1950 - 1953





At end of WWII:


US and USSR remove the _____________________


US and USSR split Korea at _________________


             USSR supports North (Kim Il-Sung)    


             US supports South  (Syngman Rhee)





June 25, 1950


________________________________	     Korea - ________


						     USSR – ________


- South Korean capital of Seoul captured. 	     China - ________


- South Korean forces driven down to ______





US ENTERS with support from ________________  (15 countries)





Gen. MacArthur attempted a daring invasion behind enemy lines.


Amphibious assault on the port of _____________





Invasion was a ______________





__________ was liberated within days of the invasion





North Korean troops retreated back ______________________

















MacArthur begs Truman to allow him to cross the 38th parallel.


Truman says _____  but warns ___________________________


MacArthur easily pushes North Korean up near the ____________





Nov 25, 1950   _________________________


US and UN forces are pounded by China and North Korea


Pushed back into South Korea


TERRIBLE WINTER   ________





MacArthur argues publically with Truman to _____________________


Truman fires MacArthur  “Old soldiers never die, ________________”














US/UN forces push North Korea back to 38th parallel 





American policy remained committed to a _____________


War bogs down on the 38th parallel into a 2 year ___________


Truman’s popularity collapses.  Does not run for re-election.


___________________________ elected 1952.





Cease fire  (__________ ) signed in 1953.  NO TREATY EVER SIGNED


Demilitarized Zone  (_________) still exists today


4 million total soldiers and civilians killed.     ___________ Americans














