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Name: _______________________________________
Date: ______________
Hour: ______________

To Kill a Mockingbird Essay: Character Analysis

In class discussions of To Kill a Mockingbird, we have explored the ways in which Harper Lee’s characters have developed and changed, or perhaps stayed the same, during the course of the play. We have also explored specific themes, which have helped to reveal something about who these characters are and what they stand for.  

Essay Prompt:
After reading To Kill a Mockingbird, identify and support who you believe was the most impactful, or meaningful, character throughout the novel.  This character does not have to be someone that you agree with or admire, but influenced the plot and your thinking.    
Essay Specifications
This essay will be a four-paragraph essay.  It will contain an introduction, two body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.  

Essays should:

· Utilize MLA formatting.  Do not forget to double space and indent each new paragraph (hint – you should have 4 indentions at the end of your essay).

· For each body paragraph, include two (2) pieces of textual evidence from To Kill a Mockingbird,  which makes a total of four (4) in your essay.

· Include at least 4 transition phrases (Bold these).

· highlight all textual evidence.

· Underline your thesis statement in the introductory paragraph

Do NOT include:  

· me, I, you, us, we

· stuff, things, anything, etc. Be specific in your descriptions!
· generalizations:  everyone, all 

· contractions such as can’t, won’t, it’s – spell them out

· sloppy and conversational language.

· I think, I feel, I believe, etc. 

DUE Date: _____________________________

Part 1: Writing Motifs and Themes

Directions: You already completed this worksheet.  You will now choose your best theme and turn it into a thesis statement. Go on to step 2!

Part 2: Writing Your Thesis Statement
Directions: In your thesis, explain which character was the most influential throughout the novel and provide two broad areas that show your reasoning.  

· What is your attitude (theme)?:  _________________________________
__________________________________________________

· What are your two areas (why was this character important to the story)?: 

a. ________________________________________________
b. ________________________________________________
· Write your thesis statement below.  It MUST contain your attitude and two areas!!!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Part 3: Collecting Your Textual Evidence
Directions: Transfer “Area A and B” from Part 2! Then, find four examples of textual evidence from To Kill a Mockingbird that support your theme AND the “area” you are working on. Be sure to cite the source of your information (author’s last name, #).   

Body Paragraph #1 / Support Topic A: ________________________________ 
· Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird: _________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________
Citation: ___________
· Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird: _________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________
Citation: ___________
Body Paragraph #2 / Support Topic B: _______________________________ 

· Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird: _________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________
Citation: ___________
· Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird: _________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________
Citation: ___________
Part 4: Writing Your Body Paragraphs
There are two body paragraphs in a 4-paragraph essay.
Body Paragraph Outline = 6-Step Paragraph

1. Topic Sentence: Explains how your chosen character connects to “Support Topic A”
2. Transition into Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird
· Transfer Textual Evidence from Part 3!
3. Explanation Statement: Explains how the TE relates to your chosen character.
4. Transition into Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird
· Transfer Textual Evidence from Part 3!
5. Explanation Statement: Explains how the TE relates to your chosen character
6. Conclusion Statement: Explains why this “area” of your character is important
Body Paragraph #1

1. Topic Sentence (contains support topic A): _____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Transition Phrase into Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird: ________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Explanation Statement: ______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Transition Phrase into Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird: ________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Explanation Statement: ______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Conclusion: ____________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part 4: Writing Your Body Paragraphs (Continued)

Body Paragraph Outline = 6-Step Paragraph

1. Topic Sentence: Explains how your chosen character connects to “Support Topic A”
2. Transition into Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird
· Transfer Textual Evidence from Part 3!
3. Explanation Statement: Explains how the TE relates to your chosen character.
4. Transition into Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird
· Transfer Textual Evidence from Part 3!
5. Explanation Statement: Explains how the TE relates to your chosen character

6. Conclusion Statement: Explains why this “area” of your character is important

Body Paragraph #2
1. Topic Sentence (contains support topic B): _____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Transition Phrase into Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird: ________  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Explanation Statement: ______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Transition Phrase into Textual Evidence from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird: ________  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Explanation Statement: ______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Conclusion: ____________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Topic Sentence 

(Connect “area” to the theme.)
	Sangor Rainsford is able to appreciate other’s differences by the end of the short story.  

	Transition to Textual Evidence from To Kill a Mockingbird
	At the beginning of The Most Dangerous Game, Rainsford absently asked, “Who cares how a jaguar feels?... They’ve no understanding… The world is made up of two classes – the hunters and the huntees.  Luckily, you and I are the hunters” (Connell, 40).

	Explanation Statement
(Explains how the TE relates to the theme.)
	This arrogant tone implies that Rainsford does not care about the inferior animals.  He is unable to see any value in animal’s lives other than in hunting them.  

	Transition to Textual Evidence from To Kill a Mockingbird
	As the story progressed, Rainsford was forced into the role of the hunted by General Zaroff, and his perspective began to change when, “… he had fought his way through the bush for two hours… he had plunged along, spurred on by the sharp rowels of something very like panic” (Connell, 56).  

	Explanation Statement


	As soon as he was put into this role, he began to see the level of distress actually experienced by the animals he hunted for sport.

	Conclusion Statement Compare The Crucible and the modern example
	By the end of the story, Rainsford learns to appreciate the animals and understand the terror experienced when being hunted.


Example Body Paragraph: Thesis Support A: Jealousy

Part 5: Writing the Introductory Paragraph

The introductory paragraph can be compared to a funnel with all thoughts and sentences leading to the thesis statement. The following is a formula for building a terrific introductory paragraph.
1. Attention Grabber: Grabs the reader’s attention by making reader interested in your paper.  It can be an interesting quote, story, scenario that is NOT from To Kill a Mockingbird.

2. Relate the attention grabber to the novel.

3. Introduce the author and give a VERY short synopsis of the novel.
4. Thesis statement.  Transfer this over from Part 2, Page 1. Keep in mind that you may need to reword your thesis based on what you have written in the previous three steps.
1. Attention Grabber: _________________________________________ __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
2. Relate to paper topic: _______________________________________ __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

3. Author and Synopsis: _______________________________________ __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

4. Thesis statement: _________________________________________ __________________________________________________

Part 5: Writing the Conclusion Paragraph
The concluding paragraph can be compared to a pyramid.  In effect, it retraces the steps of the introductory paragraph in reverse order.  Make a conscious effort to be original in order to keep your reader’s interest.  The following is a formula for building a terrific concluding paragraph.
1. Restate your opinion. USE DIFFERENT WORDING! 
2. Summarize body paragraph #1.
3. Summarize body paragraph #2.

4. Make a connection to the attention grabber from the introductory paragraph
1. Restate your opinion: _______________________________________ __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

2. Summarize body paragraph #1: __________________________________ __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

3. Summarize body paragraph #2: __________________________________ __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

4. Summarize body paragraph #3: __________________________________ __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

5. Refer back to Attention Grabber: __________________________________ __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Four-Paragraph Essay.  
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