To Hunt or Not To Hunt: The Educated Perspective of a Victim

In Richard M. Connell’s The Most Dangerous Game, Sangor Rainsford is considered a dynamic character because he viewed the feelings of the hunted, first with arrogance, then fear, and finally compassion. Rainsford was a world-famous hunter and author who revealed his true feelings about hunting and his prey when he said, “Who cares how a jaguar feels?... They’ve no understanding… The world is made up of two classes – the hunters and the huntees.  Luckily, you and I are the hunters” (40).  In the beginning of the story, he did not care if the animals he hunted experienced fear or not.  As the story progressed, he was forced into the role of the hunted by General Zaroff, and his perspective began to change when, “… he had fought his way through the bush for two hours… he had plunged along, spurred on by the sharp rowels of something very like panic” (52-3).  As soon as he was put into this role, Rainsford began to see the level of distress actually experienced by the animals that he hunted for sport.  By the end of the story, his opinion had changed dramatically when, “…he ran for his life… Rainsford knew now how an animal at bay feels” (57).  At this point, the reader was left wondering if Rainsford would change his mind about his favorite pastime after experiencing the other side of hunting first hand.  Rainsford initially felt apathetic about hunting. At first he was not concerned for the animals.  It wasn’t until he became one of them, that what he once considered sport became a lesson in humanity.  
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